
TEMPORARY RESIDENCE PERMIT PROCESS MAP  

STEP 1: INITIATION
Client initiates the case with FGI and begins collating the
personal and corporate documents. FGI reviews and reverts
back with any issues, missing information, etc.

STEP 2: VISITOR VISA TYPE B APPLICATION
If required, the application for the visitor visa must be
submitted at the Guatemalan consular post in the
country of residence or birth. Applicants holding a
valid Schengen, Canadian or US visitor visa (B-1/B-2)
are visa exempt. Guatemala is part of the CA4 so
the visa issued will also grant free access in El
Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua.
Processing time: 1 day – 2 weeks

STEP 3: ENTRY TO GUATEMALA 
The applicant and any accompanying dependents
may now enter Guatemala with their passport and
visa (or without a visa if they hold a Schengen,
Canadian or US visitor visa (B-1/B-2), however, work is
not allowed at this point.

STEP 4: CERTIFICATE OF PASSPORT VALIDITY 
After arrival in Guatemala, the principal applicant and any
accompanying dependents will need to obtain a passport validity
certificate from the consulate of their nationality.
Processing time: 1-7 days

This request is submitted to the Guatemalan immigration authorities stating the
applicants entries to and exits from Guatemala before they can continue with the
immigration process.
Processing time: 2 days

STEP 5: MIGRATORY MOVEMENT CERTIFICATE APPLICATION 

FGI submits the application for temporary residence to
the Immigration Office (Dirección General de
Migración y Extranjería). The applicant can begin
working once the application is filed.

STEP 6: TEMPORARY RESIDENCE APPLICATION

GUATEMALASTEP 7: EXIT VISA APPLICATION
An exit visa is required to exit and re-enter
Guatemala once the temporary residence
application has been submitted and until the
temporary residence is approved.
Processing time: 1 week

STEP 8: TEMPORARY RESIDENCE PERMIT
Three or four months after the application has been
submitted, a letter signed by the company legal
representative may be submitted to the immigration
authorities confirming the sponsorship. If this letter is
submitted, the Guatemalan legal representative will
not be required to be interviewed by the
immigration authorities. Upon approval, the
passport will be endorsed with the visa.
Processing time: 6-8 months
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