
PORTUGAL RESIDENCE VISA (HIGHLY QUALIFIED) PROCESS MAP  

STEP 1: INITIATION
Client initiates the case with FGI. FGI assesses work
permit category and sends document checklist to
the client. Client sends the documents listed on the
checklist to FGI.
Estimated Turnaround: 1- 3 days.

The application for the residence visa must be
submitted to the Portuguese diplomatic post in
the applicant's country of residence/origin.
Where the application is for a highly skilled
service provider, processing time should be 30
days; in other cases, processing time can be
double this. Family members will not be able to
apply for residence visas at this stage; they must
wait till the principal applicant has his/her
residence permit.

STEP 2: RESIDENCE VISA APPLICATION

STEP 3: NOTIFICATION OF ASSIGNMENT
In case of assignees, the sending entity or a
representative thereof is obliged to report the posting
to the “Autoridade para as Condições do Trabalho”
(ACT) prior to or on the first day of the assignment.

STEP 5: REGISTRATION 
In order to apply for the residence permit, the
applicant must be registered with the
Portuguese social security system and obtain a
tax number at the local Tax Office (finanças).
This will be issued on the same day.

As soon as possible after arrival, the residence
permit application must be made for the
applicant. This is submitted to the immigration
authority, SEF and may take up to 90 days to
process. Once issued the residence permit will be
sent by post to the residential address.

STEP 6: RESIDENCE PERMIT APPLICATION

STEP 4: ENTRY TO PORTUGAL
Once the visa is ready for collection, it must
be collected within one month of issuance
and used within the period of validity (usually
120 days) as stated on the visa. The applicant
can enter Portugal with the visa and may
begin working after this step.
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