
KUWAIT WORK & RESIDENCE PERMIT (IQAMA) PROCESS MAP
STEP 1: INITIATION

Client initiates the case with FGI and begins collating the personal and corporate
documents. FGI reviews and reverts with feedback, missing information, etc.

Once security clearance has been received from the Ministry of
Interior, the work permit application can be submitted to the Kuwaiti
Labour Office.
Processing time: 3-4 weeks

STEP 3: WORK PERMIT APPLICATION

If required, the applicant should apply for an entry work visa (also known as an
entry permit) at the Kuwaiti diplomatic post in their country of residence.
Processing time: 1-2 weeks

STEP 5: ENTRY VISA APPLICATION

STEP 6: ENTRY TO KUWAIT
As soon as possible after approval of the work permit, the foreign national must enter Kuwait with their work entry visa,
which will be endorsed at the point of entry. Entry and post arrival formalities should be completed within 60 days of work
permit issuance. The applicant can start work after this step.

STEP 7: LOCAL IMMIGRATION MEDICAL

The principal applicant must have a medical examination, which should
be carried out within a week of arrival. These include blood tests for
serious infectious diseases, such as AIDS, and a chest x-ray. A meningitis
vaccination is also given.
Processing time: 2-3 weeks

All applicants for a residence permit will need to have their
fingerprints taken and obtain a local security clearance.
Processing time: 1-2 weeks

STEP 8: FINGERPRINTING & SECURITY CLEARANCE APPLICATION

KUWAIT
The applicant must have a medical exam completed with a doctor
registered with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and obtain a certificate
stating that they are in good health and free from contagious
diseases.
Processing time: 1 day – 2 weeks

STEP 4: IMMIGRATION MEDICAL

The entity in Kuwait that will sponsor the applicant must apply to the
General Administration of Criminal Investigation at the Ministry of Interior in
order to verify that there are no pending criminal investigations regarding
the applicant and no security objections to their work permit application.
Processing time: 2-9 weeks

STEP 2: NO OBJECTION CERTIFICATE (NOC) APPLICATION

STEP 9: RESIDENCE PERMIT APPLICATION

A final work and residence permit (Iqama) application
must be filed with the Immigration and Passport
Department of the Ministry of the Interior within 30 days of
arrival, and once the medical certificate and security
clearances are obtained. Once the passport has been
endorsed with the residence permit, it can be collected.
Processing time: 2-3 weeks

STEP 10: BLOOD GROUP CERTIFICATE

The applicant would need to attend a clinic to have a blood
test taken and obtain a certificate confirming their blood group.
Processing time: 1 day

STEP 11: CIVIL ID CARD

A local identity card (bitaqa-almadiniyah or bitaqa) application should
be filed with PACI, the Public Authority for Civil Information within ten
days of the residence permit issuance. Once approved, can be
collected from the PACI office.
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